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WILLINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Willington  Urban  District  Council. 

COUNCILLORS. 

The  following  is  my  Report  for  1936. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  3894'  138. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population,  1935)  8704. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1936)  according  to 
Rate  Books,  2404. 

Rateable  value  £27,855 — 0—0. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £101 — 5 — 9  (exclusive  of 
General  Exchequer  Grant). 

The  Urban  District  consisted  of  the  townships  of  Willing¬ 
ton  and  Stockley.  Willington  itself  included  the  town  of 
Willington  and  the  Brancepeth  Colliery  Rows.  It  had  an 


4 


area  of  1,551759  acres.  The  township  of  Stockley  comprised 
the  colliery  villages  of  Oakenshaw  and  Page  Bank  together 
with  a  number  of  scattered  houses,  mostly  farmsteads,  and 
had  an  acreage  of  2,3 12‘379  Approximately  two-thirds  of 
the  population  live  in  Willington. 


The  District  was  situated  on  the  North  bank  of  the  river 
Wear  in  the  centre  of  the  County  of  Durham,  and  rises  to 
an  altitude  of  340  feet  above  sea-level  and  has  a  gradual 
inclination  towards  the  river.  In  addition,  the  sub-soil  is 

composed  chiefly  of  clay  so  that  there  is  a  good  natural 
drainage. 


The  stable  industry  of  the  District  is  coal-mining  together 
with  coke-making  and  bye-products  from  the  coal.  The 
manufacture  of  bricks,  pipes,  etc.,  is  also  carried  on. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births 

Still  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Legitimate 

(illegitimate 


Males.  Females.  Total. 


55  55 

2  3  5 

3  5  8 

000 


|  Birth-rate  13*21 

Rate  per  1000 
population  0*91 


The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  14  8. 

d'he  Birth-rate  for  the  previous  year  was  147. 

The  Still- Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  0*61. 

Males.  Females.  Total 

Deaths  ...  ...  52  52  104  Death-rate  n'94 

'The  Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  12*10. 

Deaths  from  Diseases  and  accidents  of  childbirth  : 

From  Sepsis  and  other  causes  ...  o 

From  Premature  Births  ...  2 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

Total.  Rate. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births :  3  26*08 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  1  9*09 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  live  births  2  17*39 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  o 
Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  o 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria 
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Inquests. 

There  were  three  Inquests  held  during  the  year  in  the 
District  and  the  verdicts  were  as  follows  : 

1.  Accidental  death  due  to  explosion  in  mine. 

2.  Asphyxia  by  hanging  whilst  of  temporary  unsound 

mind. 

3.  Asphyxia  by  drowning  ;  suicide  whilst  of  unsound  mind 

Six  deaths  were  uncertified  and  were  presumed  to  be  due 
to  the  following : 

Two  to  cerebral  haemorrhage. 

Two  Heart  Failure. 

One  to  infantile  debility. 

J 

One  to  acute  septic  infection  of  throat. 


General  provision  of  Health  Services  in  the 
Willington  Urban  Area. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. — -The  Surveyor 
to  the  Council  also  serves  as  Sanitary  Inspector  and  is  a 
whole-time  Officer.  He  receives  his  instructions  from  the 
Council  and  he  works  conjointly  with  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  who  is  a  part-time  Officer. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — The  local  authority  provides  no 
nurses,  but  a  Nursing  Association  with  two  nurses  has  been 
for  many  years  _  kept  up  by  public  subscription  in  the 
Willington  and  Oakenshaw  areas.  A  nurse  is  likewise 

provided  at  Page  Bank  by  public  subscription.  The  nurses 
do  a  great  deal  of  hard  work,  and  are  much  appreciated  by 
the  inhabitants  generally  for  they  are  most  conscientious  in 
their  work  and  do  their  duty  unstintingly.  They  do  gen¬ 
eral  nursing  and  are  not  utilised  for  infectious  diseases. 
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The  County  Council  provides  a  “  Home  help  ”  in  suitable 
and  necessitous  cases  but  so  far  no  one  has  availed 
herself  of  this  help  to  my  knowledge. 


The  one  infectious  disease  (Measles)  which  has  to  be 
nursed  at  home,  has  to  be  isolated  and  nursed  in  the  best 
possible  manner.  The  notifiable  infectious  diseases  (Scarla¬ 
tina,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever  and  Small-pox)  are  removed 
to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  as  early  as  possible. 


Midwives. — 'There  are  three  qualified  midwives  in  Wel¬ 
lington  and  Oakenshaw,  and  the  two  district  nurses  attached 
to  the  Nursing  Association  also  possess  their  Midwives  Certi¬ 
ficates  and  render  help  when  necessary.  The  nurse  at  Page 
Bank  also  holds  her  Midwives  Certificate.  'They  are  super 
vised  by  the  County  Council. 


Laboratory  Facilities.  —  Specimens  of  sputum,  swabs, 
blood,  etc.,  may  be  sent  to  the  College  of  Medicine, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  bacteriological  examination.  This 
is  arranged  by  the  County  Council  and  the  facilities  thus 
afforded  are  greatly  appreciated  and  full  advantage  is  taken 
of  them. 


Legislation  in  Force. 

Acts  Adopted  by  the  Council. — The  following  have  been 
adopted  : 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889  ...  13  April,  1891 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ...  do. 

Part  3  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  do. 
Part  4  do.  do.  do.  23  Oct.,  1899 
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Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  ...  ...  18  Sept.,  1907 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — 

Parts  2,  Sections  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39,  40, 

41,  42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  49,  50  and  51, 
comprised  in  Part  3  and  Part  4  ...  14  May,  1909 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V. 

Hospitals. 

There  are  no  hospitals  within  the  Urban  area,  but  the 
authorities  of  Auckland  Rural,  Shildon,  Crook,  Tow  Law  and 
Willington  Urban  Districts  joined  together  some  years  ago  to 
form  a  Hospital  Board  for  the  treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases . 
Two  hospitals  were  erected,  one  at  Bishop  Auckland  and  the 
other  at  Helmington  Row.  The  latter  is  nearer  to  the 
Willington  District,  being  about  a  mile  distant  and  conse¬ 
quently  very  convenient.  It  has  been  found  to  be  quite 
adequate  for  the  area  which  it  serves.  The  hospital  is  as 
follows : 


Beds. 

Cots. 

Diphtheria 

24 

...  6 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

8 

Typhoid  Fever 

H 

...  8 

Tuberculosis 

12 

•.  •  • 

72 

22 

Workmen  employed  at  the  collieries  and  others  subscribe 
to  the  Durham  County  Hospital,  Durham,  and  the  Royal 
Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Cases  of  a  serious 

nature  and  severe  accidents  are  taken  to  either  of  these 
hospitals  for  treatment. 

The  Small-pox  Hospital  for  the  combined  districts  is 
situated  at  Binchester,  about  three  miles  away.  No  case  of 
Small-pox  has  gone  from  this  District  during  the  year. 
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'Those  persons  who  are  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law  relief 
receive  their  treatment  at  the  Union  Hospital  in  Durham. 

Maternity  Hospitals. — A  Maternity  Hospital  was  opened 
by  the  County  Council  some  years  ago  at  Bishop  Auckland, 
five  miles  away,  and  women  belonging  to  this  area  may  go 
there  for  their  confinements  if  they  so  wish.  Serious  cases 
are  sent  to  the  Princess  Mary  Lying-in  Hospital  in  Newcastle 

Ambulance  Facilities.  —  A  motor  ambulance  conveys 
infectious  cases  to  the  Infectious  Hospital.  The  colliery 
owners  have  a  motor  ambulance  for  the  removal  of  serious 
accidents  from  work,  either  to  the  man’s  home  or  to  hospital 
as  may  be  required.  Then  the  Federation  Board  of  the 
Miners’  Union  likewise  have  an  ambulance  which  is  in  con¬ 
stant  use,  being  utilised  by  members  and  their  families  for 
purpose  of  conveyance  to  hospital  for  treatment,  especially  in 
the  case  of  a  surgical  emergency.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  for  people  who  are  not  entitled  to  the  latter  ambulance 
to  use  a  private  ambulance  in  cases  of  emergency. 

'Treatment  Centre.  —  A  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre  was  formed  voluntarily  some  time  ago  in  this  area  } 
and  has  become  affiliated  with  the  County  Council  which 
nominates  two  members  on  the  local  committee.  The  com¬ 
mittee  give  free  and  whole-hearted  voluntary  assistance  and 
a  great  deal  of  good  work  is  carried  out  there,  and  is  much 
appreciated  by  the  inhabitants  who  receive  free  advice. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  —  A  Tuberculosis  Clinic  is  run 
at  Bishop  Auckland  under  the  County  Council,  and  is  in 
charge  of  a  whole-time  Medical  Officer  appointed  by  the 
County  Council. 

A  Venereal  Centre  is  connected  with  Durham  County 
Hospital  and  is  situated  at  Durham  which  is  8  miles  away. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water.  —  Each  house  in  the  District  is  supplied  by  the 
Durham  County  Water  Board  with  a  good  supply  of  water 
which  has  been  found  to  be  of  a  satisfactory  quality  and 
to  serve  all  requirements. 

Wells.  —  Wells  have  been  done  away  with,  with  the 
exception  of  one  which  is  in  use  at  a  farmstead  which  is  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  water-mains.  This  well,  after 
having  repairs  and  alterations  effected,  proved  efficient  and 
the  water  was  found  to  be  analytically  good. 

Some  of  the  farm-steads  obtain  their  supply  from  springs 
which  have  been  analysed  and  found  satisfactory. 

Divers  and  Streams. — The  River  Wear  flows  along  the 
southern  border  of  the  Urban  District  and  four  streams  run 
into  it,  viz.:  Willington  Burn,  Old  Hall  Beck,  Oakenshaw 
Beck  and  Page  Bank  Beck,  the  two  latter  joining  before 
reaching  the  river. 

Formerly  sewage  was  passed  directly  into  the  two  first 
named  streams  but  this  was  collected  into  pipes  and  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  sewage  works. 

Oakenshaw  sewage  discharges  into  the  beck  which  flows 
through  the  wood  about  half-a-mile  away.  The  stream  is 
diverted  lower  down  to  the  colliery  ponds  and  from  there  it 
is  used  for  colliery  purposes. 

The  tarry  refuse  from  the  bye-product  works,  which  is 
mixed  with  water  used  from  the  ponds,  is  dealt  with  by  an 
installation  which  was  put  down  some  time  ago  whereby 
two  systems  of  settling  tanks  are  used  to  eradicate  all  tar 
before  its  passage  into  the  river.  After  the  solid  constitu¬ 

ents  have  settled  in  the  tanks  the  liquid  is  conducted  into 


a  receiving  chamber  from  which  it  is  again  pumped  back 
to  the  ponds  whence  it  is  used  for  cooling  purposes  and 
finally  runs  in  the  open  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to 
enter  the  river, 

Drainage  and  Sewerage, — Collecting  tanks  with  five 
revolving  sprinklers  and  clinker  beds  are  used  for  purifying 
the  sewage  in  the  Willington  District,  which  constitutes  over 
two-thirds  of  the  population.  In  addition  to  this  a  large 
extent  of  land  is  used  for  secondary  treatment. 

The  time  has  come  however,  when  owing  to  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  water-closets  and  baths  in  the  area,  the 
works  require  enlarging  to  cope  with  the  extra  amount  of 
sewage  and  a  scheme  has  been  prepared  by  a  firm  of 

consulting  engineers  for  the  whole  of  the  District  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  ^48,000. 

The  County  Analyst  who  analysed  the  effluent  from  the  works 
said  —  “  This  effluent  clearly  contains  a  considerable  volume 
of  trade  effluent.  This  would  not  create  a  nuisance 

by  developing  unpleasant  odours,  but  it  might  have  an 

injurous  affect  on  fish  life.” 

Storm  Water  Drains — These  were  laid  at  the  high  end 
of  Willington  some  time  ago,  and  have  proved  very 

satisfactory. 

Page  Bank  being  on  the  flat  by  the  side  of  the  river,  a 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  dealing  with  the  sewage  so  a 
pumping  installation  was  put  in  to  pump  the  sewage  that 
it  might  undergo  land  irrigation.  This  has  acted  very  well 
and  the  effluent  is  quite  satisfactory. 

All  drains  are  made  of  sanitary  pipes  and  are  all 
properly  trapped. 

Open  channels  still  exist  They  still  carry  their  burden 
ol  rubbish  which  blocks  up  the  gulley  at  the  end  and  causes 


an  overflow  onto  the  surrounding  surface  thus  creating 
pollution.  Endeavours  are  made  to  keep  them  clean  but 
as  this  is  almost  impossible,  they  ought  to  be  done  away 
with  and  covered  sewers  with  proper  drainage  and  trap  gullies 
connected  thereto. 


Closet  Accommodation.  —  The  ash-closet  is  the  usual 
accommodation.  This  has  replaced  the  open  privy  midden, 
but  there  are  still  some  existing  in  the  District  and  as  they  are 
highly  insanitary  they  should  be  abolished  as  quickly  as 
possible.  These  are  to  be  found  in  long  Russell  Place 
and  also  one  or  two  isolated  instances. 

There  are  1555  ash-closets,  1078  water-closets  and  29  ash¬ 
pit  privies. 

2  ash-pit  privies  have  been  converted  into  water-closets 
and  42  ash-closets  into  water-closets  during  the  year. 

Where  there  is  no  back  street  to  the  back  premises 
moveable  ash-bins  are  used  and  they  are  carried  through  the 
passages  to  be  emptied  into  the  scavenging  lorries  in  the 
front  street.  Water-closets  have  been  substituted  for  ash- 
closets  consequently  the  bins  are  used  for  dry  ash  only. 


Scavenging.  - —  In  the  whole  area  this  is  done  by  the 
Council  employing  motor  lorries  and  two  horse-drawn  covered 
carts.  This  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  system  where 
open  carts  were  employed  by  contractors.  The  area  is  prac¬ 
tically  free  from  enteric  fever  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
is  lower  than  it  was  in  years  past  due  largely  to  the  im¬ 
proved  method  of  scavenging.  The  cost  is  no  doubt  higher 
than  it  might  be  if  the  scavenging  were  done  by  contract 
but  the  result  from  a  health  point  of  view  justifies  the  means. 
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Inspector’s  Report. 


No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
informal  formal  Nuisances 
Written  Notices  abated 
Notices  by  order  after  Notice 
by  Inspector  of  Authority 


Dwelling-houses 
and  Schools 


Foul  conditions 
Structural  defects 
Overcrowding 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds 
Slaughter  Houses 
Ashpit  and  privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Water  Closets 
Defective  Yard  paving 

Defective  traps 

No  disconnection  from  Sewers 
Other  Faults 
Water  Supply 
Pigsties 

Offensive  Trades 
Other  Nuisances 
Animals  improperly  kept 


House 

Drainage 


7 

265 

4 

8 


3 

1 

47 

65 

12 
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Water,  Food  and  Drugs. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis 

found  adulterated 


29 


412  37 


7 

265 

4 


47 


65 


12 


8 
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Precautions  against  Infectious  Diseases. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  disease 
Schools 


9  9 


99 


99 


99 


234 

234 
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General. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  ...  66 

,,  such  houses  occupied  ,,  ...  66 

Ash-pit  privies  converted  into  ash-closets  ...  ...  - 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets  ...  ...  2 

Ash-closets  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  42 

Total  number  of  water-closets  in  district  ...  ...  1078 

,,  ash-closets  ,,  ...  ...  1555 

,,  ashpit  privies  „  ...  ...  20 


Smoke  Abatement. — Except  when  the  bye-product  ovens 
are  being  cooled  down  there  is  little  smoke  about  the 
colliery,  for  a  great  deal  of  the  plant  has  been  electrified. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  are  controlled  by 
Bye-Laws  and  Regulations.  —  Eight  fried  fish  businesses  aie 
being  run  in  the  area  and  they  are  being  kept  in  a  state 
of  cleanliness.  Owing  to  precautions  taken  no  complaint 
has  been  received  from  these  during  the  year. 

The  District  possesses  no  underground  sleeping  premises. 

Schools.  — ■  All  schools  in  the  Urban  District,  of  which 
there  are  five,  are  in  a  sanitary  condition  and  are  provided 
with  a  plentiful  supply  of  water.  No  epidemic  of  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases  has  occurred  during  the  year  which  has  neces¬ 
sitated  the  closing  of  the  schools,  although  three  schools 
were  disinfected. 

The  scholars  are  of  a  healthy  character  and  they  are 
examined  periodically  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  of  the 
County  Council. 

Rag  Flocks  Act,  1911  and  1928. —  No  Rag  Flock 
is  manufactured  in  this  District. 


15 


Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)).  68 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(  i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  60 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 


(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  192 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Reg¬ 
ulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  unfit  80 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  of  Local  Authority  12 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  by  owners  o 

Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  making 

closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  where  closing  orders  made  11 


General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District. 

There  are  2404  houses  in  the  District. 

Overcrowding  still  exists  and  efforts  have  been  made  in 
recent  years  to  eliminate  this  by  building  suitable  houses 
but  still  more  are  required. 

I  he  colliery  houses  are  built  in  rows  or  terraces,  and 
almost  all  have  a  through  ventilation  with  front  and  back 
doors  and  windows. 
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A  number  of  houses  in  recent  years  have  been  built  on 
more  modern  lines  and  these  are  more  airy  and  hygienic 
having  a  self-contained  cemented  yard  for  each  and  a  gully 
and  out-houses.  Trade  depression  during  the  past  eight 
years  has  been  responsible  for  the  delay  in  the  conversion  of 
houses  where  the  owners  have  promised  to  do  the  necessary 
alterations  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Council. 

These  unconverted  houses  have  unfortunatelv  the  unsani- 
tary  midden  ash-pits  for  conveniences,  29  in  number,  open 
channels  and  no  yards.  These  should  be  done  away  with 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  land  on  which  twelve  old  and  condemned  houses 
stood  in  the  main  street  of  Willington  was  procured  by  the 
Council  and  demolition  carried  out.  An  open  space  has 
been  laid  out  with  flower-beds  and  paved  pathways.  Suitable 
seats  and  a  shelter  together  with  public  coveniences  for  both 
sexes  has  been  provided.  This  has  greatly  beautified  the 
centre  of  the  town,  and  is  much  appreciated  by  the  inhabitants. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses. 

.  No  tents,  vans  or  sheds  are  used  for  housing,  with  the 
exception  of  one  van  at  Page  Bank,  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  Council  has  been  drawn. 

Private  Street  Works  Act. — A  standing  list  of  streets 
which  require  to  be  made  up,  paved,  and  channelled  before 
the  Council  can  take  them  over  so  as  to  keep  in  repair  is 
as  follows  :  Mill  Street  ;  fronts  and  backs  of  Nelson  Street  ; 
the  approach  from  this  street  to  the  main  street  in 
Commercial  Street  opposite  the  Co-operative  Store  ;  the  road 
between  Park  Terrace  and  Snowdon  Terrace;  the  Colliery 
Rows  and  the  remainder  of  the  road  from  Oakenshaw  up  to 
the  Pit  ;  all  the  streets  in  Oakenshaw  and  Page  Bank. 
One  private  street  has  been  made  up  by  agreement  with 
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the  owners  viz  : — Street  between  Albion  Square  and  the  Open 
Space,  Willington. 


Slum  Clearance. 

HOUSING  ACT  1930.  (Part  1.) 

In  August  1933,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  Council  and  in  conformity  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  1331,  dated  6th  April,  1933,  a  special  report  was 
submitted  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  on  the  Urban 
District  as  it  is  affected  by  the  Housing  Act  1930. 

In  this  report  we  gave  a  short  resume  of  the  work  that 
had  been  done  in  the  District  from  1907  onwards,  with 
special  reference  to  “  back-to-back  ”  houses. 

After  careful  thought  and  consideration  we  came  to  the 
conclusion  that,  as  we  interpreted  the  Act,  there  was  no 
“  Slum  Area.”  We  also  considered  that  the  Council  could 
not  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  governing  an 
“Improvement  Area.”  We  gave  a  detailed  list  of  streets 
which  could  be  improved  and  made  more  sanitary  at  a 
reasonable  expense. 

In  conclusion  we  said — “  If  there  were  a  prospect  of  the 
erection  of  at  least  200  new  houses  of  a  suitable  type  so  that 
the  “back-to-back”  houses  could  be  converted  into  through 
houses,  and  the  recommendations  we  have  suggested  in  this 
report  were  acted  upon,  we  consider  that  the  condition  of 
the  District  would  then  be  very  satisfactory.” 

“Back-to-back”  houses  were  inspected  with  a  view  to 
conversion  into  through  houses.  Sixty  new  houses  have  been 
built  by  the  Council  for  the  accommodation  of  families 
displaced  from  “back-to-back”  houses 
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On  July  24th,  1935,  notices  under  Sec.  17,  Housing  Act 
1930,  were  served  on  the  owners  of  back-to-back  houses. 

This  was  done  with  a  view  to  giving  the  owners  every 
possible  chance  to  do  the  work  required. 

Subsequently  this  was  found  to  be  inadequate  and 
notices  were  served  under  Sec.  19  of  Housing  Act  1930. 
On  Nov.  15th,  1935,  undertakings  were  given  in  most  instances 
and  conversions  have  been  carried  out.  A  great  deal  of 
difficulty  was  encountered  and  inconvenience  caused  to  the 
tenants,  by  the  fact  that  only  one  tenant  could  be  taken  out 
of  each  set  of  back-to-back  houses  and  this  caused  delay 
in  the  carrying  out  of  the  work.  However  sixty  new  houses 
have  been  tenanted  by  people  from  these  back-to-back  houses 
and  some  of  the  back-to-back  houses  have  been  made  into 
good  through  houses  with  only  one  tenant  in  each,  but  the 
majority  have  just  had  doors  put  through  upstairs  and  down 
and  are  occupied  by  two  tenants  as  before.  A  good  deal 
of  work  to  improve  yard  paving,  floors,  drainage,  etc.,  with 
substitution  of  water-closets  for  ash-closets  and  has  been 
carried  out,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  majority  are 
still  back-to-back  in  actuality  if  not  in  theory. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  back-to-back  houses 
shewing  alterations  carried  out. 


BACK-TO-BACK  HOUSES. 


Situation. 


Owner. 


Occupier  and 


work  done 


14  Mill  Street 


Exors.  late  I. 

Rutter 


Cuerdon  —  through 
house,  paving,  floors, 


w.c.,  &c. 

Brown — through  house 
paving,  floors,  w.c..  &c 


16 

17 

18 
20 


yy 


yy 


yy 


yy 


3  Chapel  Street — back 


3 

yy 

— front 

4 

yy 

— back 

4 

yy 

— front 

5 

yy 

— front 

5 

yy 

— back 

6 

yy 

12 

yy 

13 

yy 

— back 

13 

yy 

— front 

16 

yy 

— back 

16 

yy 

— front 

>> 


J.  Thorns 

yy 

Mrs.  Jopling 
Hopper 

J.  Lee 


yy 


Miss  Fleming 
G.  Minns 
I.  Wilson 

R.  Render 


Frost — through  house, 
paving,  floors,  w.c.,&c 
sub-let 

Empty — through  house 
paving,  floors,  w.c.,  &c 

Blackett — thro’  house, 
paving,  floors,  w.c.,  &c 

Fishburn— thro’  house 
paving,  floors,  w.c.,  &c 

Cottle — doors  put 
through 

Nicholson — floors, 
paving,  e.c. 

Graham — -doors  put 
through,  floors,  paving 
!  w.c.,  &c. 

i  White 

Garvey — doors  put 
through,  floors,  w.c. 

Plews — paving,  &c. 

Birtle  through  house, 
floors,  paving,  &c.  w.c. 

Owner — through  house 
floors,  paving,  &c.,  w.c. 

Proud — doors  put 
through 

Wilkinson — floors, 
paving,  &c.,  w.c. 

Walls — doors  put 
through,  paving,  floors 

Wearmouth-^-  w.c. 
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BACK-TO-BACK  HOUSES. 


Situation. 


Owner. 


Occupier  and  work  done 


14  High  Street —  front 
14  ,,  — back 


Miss  Pescod 


15  ,,  — front 

15  ,,  — back 


Hope — doors  put  thro’ 
Dawson — floors, 
paving,  &c.,  w.c. 
Clement-doors  put  thro’ 
Collin — floors,  paving, 
&c.,  w.c. 


96  ,,  —front 

96  ,,  — back 

10  Commercial  St — front 


J.  H.  Armory 
Miss  Pescod 


10  ,,  — back 

11  ,,  — front 

11  ,,  —back 

12  ,,  — front 

12  „  — back 

13  „  —front 


13  ,,  — back 

14  „  — front 


14  ,,  — back 

15  „  — front 


15 

71 


99 


99 


— back 


M.  Wood 


64 

65 
65 
62 


n 

jj 


61 


— front 
— back 


— front 


J.  H.  Armory 


Exors.  late  I. 

Rutter 


jj 


61 

29 


»> 


— back 
— front 


W.  Tait 


Uren — door  through 
Empty,  nothing  further 
Clement-floors,  paving, 
doors  put  through  &c. 
Ashurst  w.c. 

Thompson-floors,  pav¬ 
ing,  doors  put  through 
Beadle  &c.,  w.c. 

Richardson — floors, 
paving,  doors  put  thro’ 
Myers  &c.,  w.c. 

Ur  win — floors,  paving, 
doors  put  through  &c. 
Dennis  w.c. 

Frame — floors,  paving, 
doors  put  through,  &c. 
Wakefield  w.c. 

Hardman — floors,  pav¬ 
ing,  doors  put  through 
Greenwell  &c.  w.c., 
Plummer — thro’  house, 
floors,  paving,  &c,  w.c. 
Nicholson 

Hardy — through  house 
Stephenson-doors  thro’ 
Thompson 

Shields — thro’  house, 
floors,  paving,  w.c.,&c 
Empty — work  stopped 
owing  to  tenant,  w.c. 
Snowdon 

Davison — doors  thro’, 
floors,  paving,  w.c.,  &c 


2  I 


BACK-TO-BACK  HOUSES. 


Situation. 

Owner. 

Occupier  and  work  done 

29  Commercial  St — back 

W.  Tait 

Russell 

30 

— front 

Booth 

Owner — doors  put  thro’ 
floors,  paving,  &c.,  e.c. 

30 

— back 

Watson 

59 

- — front 

Miss  Pescod 

Nelson-doors  put  thro’ 
floors,  paving,  &c,  w.c. 

59 

— back 

Kellett 

58 

— front 

>> 

Robinson — doors  put 
thro’,  floors,  paving, &c 

58 

— back 

! 

Irwin  w.c. 

57 

— front 

n 

Elliott — doors  put  thro’ 
floors,  paving,  &c.,w.c 

57 

— back 

Ward 

55 

— front 

Mrs.  Dixon 

Stephenson-doors  thro’ 
floors,  paving,  &c,  w.c. 

55 

— back 

Gates 

54  ,, 

— front 

»> 

Scorer — doors  through, 
floors,  paving,  &c.,  w.c. 

54 

— back 

Gowland 

53 

— front 

Strakers  &  Love 

Empty — nothing  done 

53 

— back 

Larnach 

52 

— front 

>> 

Empty — nothing  done 

52 

— back 

Langley 

51 

— front 

Mitchell 

51 

— back 

Empty — nothing  done 

50 

— front 

t} 

Empty— nothing  done 

50 

— back 

Pears 

BACK-TO-BACK  HOUSES. 


Situation. 


37  Commercial  St  -front 


37. 

— back 

38 

— front 

38 

— back 

39 

— front 

39 

— back 

40 

42 

47 

47 

— front 
— back 

46 

46 

— front 
— back 

1  Park  Terrace 

• 

— front 

1 

— back 

2 

— front 

2 

— back 

4 

— front 

4 

—back 

Owner. 

Occupier  and  work  done 

Exors.  D. 

Halliday 

Sayers — floors,  paving, 
doors  put  through,  &c. 
Bennett  w.c. 

Simpson — floors,  pav¬ 
ing,  doors  put  through 
Hird  &c.  w.c.. 

Newcombe 

Wilson — doors  put  thro 
floors,  paving,  &c,  w.c. 
Jamieson 

T.  V.  Snaith 

Mortimer — thro’  house, 
floors,  paving,  &c.,  w.c. 

Exors.  late  I. 

Rutter 

Harle — through  house 
paving,  floors,  w.c. .  &c 

Exors.  D. 

Halliday 

Empty — work  in  pro- 
Booth  gress 

>> 

Farrow 

Empty — work  in  prgrss 

Miss  Pescod 

Parkinson — doors  put 
thro’,  floors,  paving, 
Carling  &c.,  w.c. 

>> 

Pickering — doors  put 
thro’,  floors,  paving, &c 
Ward  w.c. 

J.  H.  Pattison 

Empty — nothing  done 
owing  to  tenant 
Mounter 
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BACK-TO-BACK  HOUSES. 


Situation. 

Owner. 

Occupier  and  work  done 

22  Park  Terrace — front 

22  ,,  — back 

M.  Adamson 

Coates — nothing  done 

Empty 

60  Low  Willingt’n-front 

60  ,,  — back 

R.  Gibson 

Owner-doors  put  thro’ 
paving,  e.c. 

Hardy 

30 

30 

— front 

— back 

S.  J.  Slade 

Waller — floors,  &c., 
doors  put  through 
Larnach 

31 

31 

— front 

— back 

Addison — floors,  &c. 

doors  put  through 
Addison 

33 

33 

— front 

— back 

J.  H.  Armory 

Empty — door  upstairs, 
nothing  done 
Challenger 

34 

34 

— front 

— back 

Empty — door  upstairs, 
nothing  done 
Hopkinson 

19 

19 

— front 

— back 

Mrs.  Redhead 

Owner — floors,  paving, 
doors  put  through, 
Vacant  &c,  w.c. 
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BACK-TO-BACK  HOUSES. 


Situation. 

Owner. 

Occupier  and  work  done 

2  Albion  Houses 

Strakers  &  Love 

One  house,  one  tenant, 

1 

e.c. 

1  Sayer’s  Yard, 

Commercial  Street 

J.  H.  Armory 

Vacant 

2 

Vacant 

Springwell  Cottages 

G.  Minns 

Hunter — doors  put 
through,  floors,  &c,  e.c 

Bolam 

94b  High  Street 

J.  Bond 

Hunter — Shop  at  front 

nothing  done 

> 
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CLEARANCE  AREA— HOUSING  ACT  1930.  Section  1.  (2.) 

Cross  Street,  comprising  eleven  houses,  and  Russell  Place, 
comprising  68  houses,  both  streets  belonging  to  Messrs- 

Strakers  &  Love  Ltd.,  were  declared  on  xoth  September,  1935, 
“  Clearance  Areas.” 

As  a  result  of  this,  the  Ministry  of  Health  held  an  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  Council’s  application  for  confirmation  of  the 

two  Clearance  Orders.  The  inquiry  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  W.  J.  Brown,  F.R.I.B.A.,  Ministry  of  Health  Inspector. 
'Idle  owners  of  the  property  raised  objections  to  the  proposed 
Orders.  With  reference  to  Cross  Street  the  Ministry  confirmed 
the  Order  on  the  13th  May,  1936.  As  to  Russell  Place  the 
Ministry  of  Health  wrote  on  April  9th,  1936,  as  follows: — 

“I  am  directed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  to  state  that 
he  has  had  under  consideration  the  report  of  his 

Inspector  of  the  Inquiry  held  in  connection  with  the 
Council’s  application  for  confirmation  of  the  above- 
named  Order  and  has  decided  not  to  confirm  the 
Order  on  the  undei taking  offered  by  the  lessees  to 

carry,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council,  works  of 

alteration  and  repair  in  accordance  with  the  plans 
submitted  by  the  lessees  to  the  Council,  leaving  it  to 
Council  if  the  works  are  not  carried  out  within  a 
reasonable  period,  to  take  Luther  action  under  Part 
1  or  Part  2  of  the  Housing  Act  1930.” 

Nothing  has  been  done  to  improve  these  houses  since  the 
Inquiry. 

The  Council  has  sufficient  land  to  build  thirty  houses 
in  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  on  its  building  site, 
and  thirty  bungalows  are  to  be  built  on  this  land.  Adjoining 

the  Council  building  site  there  is  an  estate  upon  which 

houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise. 
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The  Council  also  have  a  good  building  site  in  front  of 
the  Council  Offices.  It  has  an  area  of  nearly  three  acres, 
with  sewers,  lighting  and  water  supply  in  close  proximity. 
Outlets  could  be  made  both  to  Hunwick  Lane  and  the  west 
end  of  Willington.  This  land,  however,  is  not  to  be  built 
upon  for  twelve  months  on  the  advice  of  the  Mineral  Valuer. 
Upon  this  site  houses  were  to  have  been  built  to  accommodate 
persons  displaced  from  Cross  Street,  Brancepeth  Colliery. 

* 

Negotiations  with  land  owners  through  the  District  Valuer 
have  taken  place  with  a  view  to  securing  suitable  building 
sites  near  the  Willington  football  ground  and  adjoining  the 
Rosedale  Estate.  The  Surveyor  has  already  supplied  plans 
and  other  information. 


An  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  land  at  Oakenshaw 
for  the  purpose  of  building  at  least  twelve  bungalows  for 
aged  people. 
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LIST  OF  HOUSES  INSPECTED  AND  RECORDED 
UNDER  HOUSING  CONSOLIDATION  REGULATIONS. 


Situation. 


8  Chapel  Street, 

Willington 

24  Hutton  Terrace,  „ 


25 


J) 


59  High  Street, 

60 
61 

6  Bainbridge  Avenue  ,, 


n 


n 


1  North  Terrace,  ,, 


)  y 


jj 


36  Commercial  St,  ,, 


48 


49 


45 


45a 


jj 


>> 


55  High  Street, 

56 

64  Low  Willington 


»> 


>» 


>> 


65 


29 


J> 


M 


87LongRow,  Page  Bank 


Owner. 

Occupier 

Cottle 

Kyle 

Elliott 

Taylor 

Barnett 

Smailes 

Long 

Lee 

Wallace 

Gent 

Long 

Lee 

Allen 

Robinson 

Sproates 

Small 

Bellas 

Bellas 

Snowball 

Humphries 

Souter 

Maddison,  &c 

Clement 

Reynolds 

Elliott 

Caile 

Stephenson 

Carling 

Scott 

Pilkington 

Routledge 

Davison 

Balmer,  &c. 

Hunt 

Davison 

Small 

Small 

Wilby 

Wilby 

Dixon 

Sinclair 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply.  —  Milk  is  brought  into  the  District  by 
farmers,  cow-keepers  and  purveyors  of  milk.  A  considerable 
quantity  is  contained  in  cans  or  sealed  bottles  and  brought 
from  outside  the  District.  This  milk  appears  to  be  of 
good  quality  and  no  disease  has  been  traced  to  its  consump¬ 
tion.  Milk  supplied  to  the  schools  in  the  District  has  been 
bacteriologically  examined  and  found  satisfactory.  The 
farmsteads  and  cow-sheds  have  been  inspected  and  the 
following  is  a  full  report  of  the  findings. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  ETC.,  1936. 


FARM. 

Owner  and 
Tenant. 

Conditions  existing  etc. 

No.  of 
Cows 

Stonechester 

Pease  &  Partners 
Mr.J.  Stephenson 

Defective  floor  in  dairy,  butter 
only,  Water  supply  from  D.C. 
W.B.  Out-buildings  defec¬ 
tive. 

4 

Black 

Hambleton 

Pease  &  Partners 
Mr.  Thompson 

Defective  floors.  D.C. W.B 

Water  supply,  Gullies  in  byre 
General  repairs  necessary.  Pav¬ 
ing  and  new  windows  provided 

4 

Tanners 

Hall 

Cornsay  Trust 
Mrs.  Indian 

Dairy  roof  defective.  General 
repairs  necessary  to  house. 

5 

Stockley 

Strakers  &  Love 
Miss  Hewitson 

Butter  only.  One  byre  in  good 
condition,  another  byre  has  a 
bad  floor  and  needs  reconstruc¬ 
ting. 

8 

Oxclose 

. 

Strakers  &  Love 
Raine  &  Dixon 

New  Byre,  Spring  Water. 

16 
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FARM. 

Owner  and 
Tenant. 

Conditions  existing  etc. 

No.  of 
Cows 

Nackshivan 

Pease  &  Partners 
Exors.  J.  J.  Burn 

Floor  requiies  relaying  so  as  to 
alter  the  fall  of  drainage.  D. 
C.W.B.  Defective  dairy  floor. 

8 

Stockley  Fell 

Strakers  &  Love 
Mr.  G.  Prince 

Butter  only.  Spring  water. 

8 

Lowfield 

Farm 

Dr.  Fenwick 

Mr.  H.  Dixon 

Retailer. 

5 

Batts  Farm 

G.  L.  Hamilton- 
Russell 

Mr.  J.  Hopkinson 

Retailer. 

8 

Willington 

Hall 

Strakers  &  Love 
Mr.  Hewitson 

Retailer. 

6 

White  House 
Farm 

Strakers  &  Love 
Mr.  Johnson 

Retailer. 

9 

Old  Hall 
Farm 

Strakers  &  Love 
Mr.  F.  W.  Raine 

Wholesaler,  defective  pavings, 
spouting,  lighting,  roofs.  Gen¬ 
eral  re-conditioning  of  cow¬ 
sheds  and  buildings  necessary 

13 

Oakenshaw 

Farm 

Strakers  &  Love 
Mr.  J.  Hemming 

New  Bvre.  D. C.W.B.  water. 
Dairy  small. 

15 

Park  House 

Strakers  &  Love 
Mr.  J.  James 

Cowsheds  require  re-condition¬ 
ing.  D. C.W.B.  water  supply. 
Defective  house.  Out  buildings 
in  bad  state  of  repair. 

10 

Holland  Hall 

Strakers  &  Love 
Mr.  Davidson 

D. C.W.B.  water  supply 

9 

Burn  Mill 

tV r.  R.  M.  Sewell 
Mr.  R.  M.  Sewell 

Automatic  drinking  bowls 
provided. 

15 

Milk- up- 

Bank 

Strakers  &  Love 
Mr.J.Hurworth 

Automatic  drinking  bowls. 
Spring  water 

14 

i 

157 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. — Report  by  Veterinary 
Officer  upon  inspections  carried  out  in  the  District  during 
the  year,  is  as  follows : 


1. 
2  # 

O- 

4- 

5- 
6. 

7. 


Number  of  visits  to  cow-keepers 

Number  of  cows  examined 

General  condition  and  type  of  cows 

General  cleanliness  of  cows 

General  conditions  of  sanitation 

Chief  methods  of  milk  disposal 

Number  of  animals  slaughted  under 
the  Tuberculosis  order: 


39 

389 

Fail  ly  good 
Fair 
Fairly  good 
Local  sale 


(a)  Tuberculosis  of  the  udder  or  giving  T.B.  milk  o 

(b)  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  1 


Total 

8.  Number  of  cases  of  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 


1 

6 


General  Observations. 


The  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  recorded  in  the 
last  report  does  not  appear  to  have  been  maintained  during 
the  past  year.  The  regular  grooming  of  cows  should  receive 
more  attention.  The  class  of  cow  kept  in  the  district  is 
fairly  good. 


Meat.— -There  are  four  licensed  slaughter  houses.  These 
have  been  inspected  and  found  clean.  One  of  these  is  a  new 
up-to-date  slaughter-house  which  fulfils  all  the  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  with  regard  to  position,  etc.  Two 
slaughter-houses  are  used  by  permission  of  the  Council  subject 
to  withdrawal  of  permit  at  any  time. 

The  Surveyor  and  Inspector  is  the  Administrative  Officer 
under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924.  All 
meat  has  been  found  fresh  and  clean  and  free  from  disease. 
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The  premises  in  some  instances  are  far  from  ideal  as 
they  are  small  and  cramped.  A  commodious  public  slaugh¬ 
ter-house  in  the  District  would  be  a  great  advantage. 


Two  bake-houses  of  a  modern  type  serve  for  a  good 
part  of  the  District.  In  addition,  there  are  makers  of 
bread  and  cakes  in  their  own  home  ovens  and  these  are 
retailed  to  customers. 


The  bake-houses  are  clean,  well  lighted  and  ventilated  and 
the  workers  are  healthy. 


'There  is  no  underground  bake-house  in  the  District. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  etc.  —  This 
is  carried  out  by  the  Inspector  to  the  County  Council. 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases, 


'There  was  one  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  Willington. 


Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  the  Council  to 
practitioners  in  the  District  when  required. 

An  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  began  in  November  1934, 
and  an  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  began  in  December  1934,  and 
both  continued  throughout  1935  and  1936  in  more  or  less 
epidemic  form. 
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The  situation  was  so  alarming  that  the  Council  on  my 
advice  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  go  into  the  question  of 
Immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  It  was  decided  to  appeal 
to  the  parents  of  the  district  by  circulating  suitable  literature 
pointing  out  the  advantages  of  inoculation,  and  by  striking 
posters  at  suitable  vantage  points.  About  a  thousand  appeals 
wrent  out  to  parents  who  had  children  ranging  from  one  to  ten 
years  of  age  pointing  out  that  the  children  could  be  done  by 
their  own  medical  man.  It  seemed  worth  while  launching 
the  scheme  if  there  weie  25°/°  acceptances,  which  we  got.  Pro¬ 
phylactic  was  supplied  to  medical  men  in  the  district  as 
required  and  altogether  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  280  children 
were  inoculated.  The  cost  per  child  was  4/-  which  included 
the  cost  of  propaganda,  postage,  material  and  the  doctor’s 
fee.  Out  of  the  280  children  inoculated  only  three  took  Diph¬ 
theria  soon  after  being  done  and  even  then  their  attacks  were 
mild  and  modified.  Since  then  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in 
the  district  has  considerably  decreased,  and  I  hope  that  as  in¬ 
fants  reach  the  age  of  one  year  their  parents  vill  have  them 
immunised  and  so  keep  at  bay  one  of  the  most  dangerous  and 
debilitating  diseases  with  which  we  have  to  contend. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  was  of  a  mild  character,  but  the 
Diphtheria  was  of  a  most  virulent  type. 

There  were  nine  deaths  from  Diphtheria. 

The  majority  of  children  who  were  discharged  from 
hospital  after  an  attack  of  Diphtheria  were  extremely  weak, 
and  had  a  marked  degree  of  paralysis  of  the  legs.  Con¬ 
sequently  convalescence  was  slow. 

Bacteriological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  College  of 
Medicine,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  examination. 

Tubercular  sputum  is  frequently  sent  for  confirmation; 

There  were  no  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1936  : — 


NEW  CASES. 


Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

2 

— 

20 

1 

— 

— 

1 

25 

— 

3 

2 

— 

35 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4s 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 

u 

and  _ 

pwards 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

5 

4 

1 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 

1 


1 


1 


2  1 


1 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations 
1925. — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  person  who  is  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade  in  the  Urban  Area. 


Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  Year  : 
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Cases  admitted  to  Hospital  : — Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 
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Public  Health  Act,  1925,  section  62. — Compulsory 
removal  of  infectious  Cases  to  Hospital  has  not  been  found 
necessary. 


Bed  clothing  which  has  been  used  by  infectious  persons 
is  conveyed  to  hospital  where  it  undergoes  steam  disinfection 
and  the  houses,  in  every  instance,  are  thoroughly  fumigated 
or  stoved. 


Suppression  of  Rats. — I  understand  that  a  rat  killer,  is 
employed  by  the  County  Council,  and  can  be  called  upon 
when  required. 


Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 


Workshops  and  workplaces  were  inspected  during  the 
year.  They  consist  of  Saddlery,  Printing,  Boot-repairing^ 
Joinery,  Cabinet-making  and  Brick-making. 


42  inspections  were  made  and  two  notices  were  served 
one  relating  to  sanitary  accommodation  and  the  other  to 
defective  paving.  One  defect  has  been  remedied. 


There  are  two  bake-houses  as  already  stated,  and  they 
are  clean  and  well  ventilated. 


Many  of  the  inhabitants  bake  their  own  bread. 
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Table  of  Causes  of  Death. 


Causes  of  Death — Civilians  only  : 

All  Causes 
Typhoid  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Other  tuberculous  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Diabetes 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c 
Heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Appendicitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Other  diseases  of  Liver 
Acute  and  chronic  nephritis... 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

Congenital  debility  mal-formations, 
premature  birth,  etc.  ... 
Senility 
Suicide 

Other  deaths  from  violence 
Other  defined  diseases 
Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 


Males. 

52 


5 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1 

1 

3 

14 

1 

1 


1 

1 


1 

3 

4 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  i  year — total  . 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Females. 

52 


1 

4 


1 

11 


8 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 


2 

1 

2 

5 


3 

1 

2 
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Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  All  ash-pit  privies  should  be  abolished. 

2.  Separate  yards  and  gullies  with  out-houses  should  be 
made  in  the  Colliery  Rows,  and  the  open  channels  should 
be  abolished. 

3.  More  streets  should  be  made  up  and  taken  over  by 
the  Council  for  their  maintenance  and  repair. 

4.  All  existing  ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets. 

5.  Converted  back-to-back  houses  should  have  one  tenant 
only. 

6.  To  do  away  with  overcrowding  many  more  houses 
should  be  built. 

7.  More  public  conveniences  for  both  sexes  should  be 
provided  in  the  district. 


I  am,  yours  obediently, 


R.  A.  BROWN, 

Medical  Officer. 


June  1st,  1937. 


